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Goochland County Electoral Board

Minutes, January 19 2021
The Goochland County Electoral Board convened at 6:00 pm in the offices of the General Registrar. Present: Vice Chair Wanda Taylor, Secretary Robin Lind, and Director of Elections/General Registrar Ryan Mulligan; Chair Keith Flanagan attended by Zoom video conference; from the public: Vern Fleming.
Discussion ensued on the draft Calendar for 2021; the secretary said he did not expect US Census data to be delivered to the state in time for re-districting in the spring and that there could possibly be a state-wide office primary in June, and a House District primary in August. However, an alternate possibility would be a primary in June on existing lines with another election in 2022 on new lines with a third election in 2023 to return to the regular biennial cycle.  He notified the board that he would be absent in early August but return in time for an August 24 primary, if called. On a motion by the vice chair, seconded by the secretary, the draft minutes for the December 8 meeting were approved with one correction. 
The Vice Chair presented her Notice of Reappointment to the Electoral Board for a three-year term commencing January 1. The director of elections explained that while the Notice was correct the accompanying Oath was in the old format of terms beginning March 1. On a motion by the secretary, seconded by the Chair, the board voted to accept the notice of appointment with the understanding that the vice chair will have the Clerk of Court make necessary corrections. The Notice of Reappointment is hereby included in these minutes.

On a motion by the secretary, seconded by the chair, the board voted unanimously to approve a policy to allow members of the Electoral Board to attend up to two meetings per year telephonically, as provided by the Freedom of Information Act,
Discussion then ensued on the on-going safety of public gatherings. The secretary pointed out that the House of Delegates in now meeting “virtually” in Richmond and provided materials from the Falls Church City Electoral Board showing they have been conducting all meetings online using MS Teams software since April, 2020, relying on a provision of FOIA: §2.2-3708.3:

3. Any public body may meet by electronic communication means without a quorum of the public body physically assembled at one location when the Governor has declared a state of emergency in accordance with § 44-146.17, provided that (i) the catastrophic nature of the declared emergency makes it impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quorum in a single location and (ii) the purpose of the meeting is to address the emergency. 

Those virtual online meetings have made their conduct of public business more transparent and more widely available to public participation, he said.
On a motion by the secretary, seconded by the vice chair, the board then voted unanimously to require the director of elections to take sufficient necessary training with county IT staff on the Zoom application to conduct virtual meetings of the Electoral Board according to county standards for ensuring public access.
The secretary then moved, seconded by the vice chair, to ensure continued operations of the Electoral Board, that all future meetings be held virtually, until the threat of the pandemic is past and State of Emergency is lifted. Adopted unanimously. These meetings shall be advertised to the public, provide for public comment, recorded and the recordings placed on the county website.
To accommodate an anticipated executive session to discuss the Security Standards checklist, the board agreed to re-order its agenda, and the director of elections led a discussion of several pending bills in the legislature.
The director of elections reported that the first meeting of a county task force on local redistricting would take place on January 20.

Discussion ensued on the re-location of polling places for Hadensville, Fife and Court House 1 & 2, where the Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association has served notice canceling use of their facilities.

The director of elections reported on the announcement by the Department of Elections for the anticipated Risk Limiting Audit to be conducted in February. Unfortunately, no details have yet been released. 

At 7:24 pm, on a motion by the secretary, seconded by the chair, the board voted unanimously to go into executive session under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, § 2.2-3711 A. 1. to discuss the appointment of Officers of Election for 2021, and § 2.2-3711 A. 19., to discuss the Annual Minimum Security Standards Checklist. Mr. Fleming departed.

At 8:02 pm, on a motion by the chair, seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to come out of executive session and affirmed that there had been no discussion of matters not permitted under the cited sections of the Code.
A brief discussion ensued on Officers of Election list management. On a motion by the secretary, seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to approve the employment of a part time assistant registrar to contact officers in the current database, confirm their willingness to serve, handle list maintenance and provide a revised and correct list for consideration of appointment in February.

There being no further business, on a motion by the secretary, seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:04 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.png]C vt T




Robin Lind, Secretary

