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Goochland County Electoral Board

Minutes, February 9, 2021
PLEASE NOTE: The Electoral Board is holding virtual meetings pursuant to and in compliance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, Section 2.2-3708.2 and state and local legislation adopted to allow for continued government operation during the COVID-19 declared emergency. All meetings are advertised in advance on the Goochland County Website, and open to public participation.

The Goochland County Electoral Board convened virtually at 6:06 pm by ZOOM electronic meeting. Present: Chair Keith Flanagan, Vice Chair Wanda Taylor, Secretary Robin Lind, and Director of Elections/General Registrar Ryan Mulligan; from the public: Supervisor Neil Spoonhower.
On a motion by the chair, seconded by the vice chair, the minutes of January 19, 2021 were approved as submitted.

The chair explained the new procedures for virtual meetings. Discussion ensued on taking minutes under the new procedures and the secretary explained that the Code requires minutes regardless of procedure. At his suggestion the board asked the director of elections to ask the county attorney for guidance and direction on protocols adopted by the county supervisors for their virtual meetings.
Mr. Spoonhower explained that the county has new software ordered which may help with virtual meetings. He also expressed appreciation for “the tremendous job you all did” in the November presidential election.

The director of elections then led a discussion of the scheduled Risk Limiting Audits being coordinated by the Department of Elections in the following weeks. All localities will be required to create ballot manifests and be prepared to draw a random selection of ballots at the direction of an independent contractor. 

Discussion ensued on the relocation of polling place locations. The vice chair said she had received verbal approval for the use of Second Baptist Church to replace the Fife Firehouse. No further communication has been received from County Line Baptist Church.

Discussion ensued on several bills currently in the General Assembly. The secretary said he believed both Senate and House had approved bills to require Absentee ballot reporting by precinct.

At 6:47 pm the chair moved, seconded by the secretary, that the Electoral Board go into closed session pursuant to State Code Section 2.2-3711 - 1, for the purpose of discussing issues related to appointment of public officers or appointees of a public body. Adopted unanimously.
At 7:04 pm, the vice chair moved, seconded by the secretary, that the Electoral Board return to public session and certify that only public business matters lawfully exempt from open meeting requirements by Virginia Law, and only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered. Adopted unanimously.
On a motion of the secretary. seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to approve the appointment of the list of Officers of Election submitted by the director of elections, subject to the approval of the precinct chiefs, with continued efforts to contact additional officers and submit those names for appointment in the future when they have agreed to serve.

A brief discussion ensued on the issue of public access to the virtual meetings with request for additional advertising of the website and telephone number for dial-in participation.

There being no further business, on a motion by the chair, seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to adjourn at 7:14 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
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Robin Lind, Secretary

