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Goochland County Electoral Board

Minutes, July 13, 2021
The Goochland County Electoral Board convened at 9:02 am, July 13, in the office of the General Registrar. Present: Chair Keith Flannagan, Vice Chair Wanda Taylor, Secretary Robin Lind and Director of Elections/General Registrar Ryan Mulligan. From the public: Conservation Director Jonathan Lyle, Supervisors Susan Lascolette, and Neil Spoonhower.
On a motion by the vice chair, seconded by the chair, the minutes of June 9-11, and June 24 were approved unanimously as submitted.

Under Citizen Comments, Mr. Lyle expressed his appreciation of the work of the electoral board and the director of elections.

Ms. Lascolette asked for an amendment to the minutes of June 24 to reflect the presence of Precinct Chief Yvette McDermott-Thomas, and that Mr. Lyle had made comments.

The board agreed unanimously to amend the minutes to reflect those changes.
Applications for Officers of Election were presented by the Director of Elections. On a motion by the secretary, seconded by the vice chair, the board voted unanimously to accept the applications subject to review by the Director of Elections and subsequent approval by their precinct chiefs.

Discussion ensued on the Annual versus Permanent list of Absentee voters. The director of elections explained the difficulty of fulfilling the requirements with the current VERIS software, particularly mailing notices to vacation residences versus permanent addresses. He noted that there are currently about 180 voters involved, compared to 12 last year. In 2020 about 1200 notices were sent out. Discussion continued on the NVRA voter purge, for voters who have not cast a ballot in the past two federal elections; he said about 140 voters have been affected.

The director of elections presented current figures for voter registration, showing a total now exceeding 20,000. The secretary pointed out that registration totals in Centerville, which had been “re-balanced” with Shallowell two years ago, are almost back to previous levels. The full report is hereby included in these minutes. Discussion ensued and Supervisor Spoonhower reported that building permits issued in the past three months had increased three-fold over the previous year. The director of elections said that delayed entry in GIS, tax assessor maps, and street-file designations in VERIS were contributing to registration difficulties.
The director of elections reported on new equipment purchases; new laptops for Electronic Poll Books are expected in all precincts by the November election. New software is expected to be required but has not yet been certified by ELECT.
Discussion ensued on legislative changes effective July 1. Many regulations will revert to previous  status since the Emergency Declaration ended on June 30. Much re-training will be required. 

In response to a query from the secretary, the director of elections reported that the county has not yet reached the threshold of voters with English as a Second Language (ESL) as outlined in §24.2-124 that would require ballot instructions to be printed in a bilingual form.
Discussion then turned to a replacement polling place for Precinct 101, formerly housed in the Fife Firehouse. The chair explained that the initial choice, Second Union Baptist Church, is unacceptable because it is not ADA compliant. The backup location of Byrd Elementary School is not acceptable because school will be in session on election day. The secretary said that Precinct Chief Robbin Bryce had visited and approved Mizpah Baptist Church and the vice chair moved that the church be contacted for a possible contract. Unanimous approval.

Discussion ensued on the issue of petition signatures and ballot order dependent on time of filing. The chair said he was particularly concerned about “valid” signatures being presented. 

Mr. Lyle commented on how that issue might affect his specific office in filing for Soil and Water Conservation District Officer.
The chair asked the secretary to draft a letter to the Attorney General seeking a formal opinion on the matter.

At 10:45 am, on a motion by the vice chair, seconded by the secretary, the board voted unanimously under 2.2-3711-A.1, to go into closed session to conduct the annual evaluation of the General Registrar.

At 11:22 am the board voted to reconvene in open session.

There being no further business, on a motion by the vice chair, seconded by the secretary, the board voted unanimously to adjourn at 11:25 am. 
Respectfully submitted,
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Robin Lind, Secretary

