
Goochland County 

Application for Golf Carts and Utility Vehicles on Public Roads 
 

Department: Community Development     

Policy Number:  TR-01  

Date Issued: 07/03/2018 

Implementation: 07/03/2018 

Supersedes: n/a 

 
 

  Page 1 of 5 

All applicants shall read the information below and submit the attached petition form to begin this 

process.  

 

Virginia Code 

The Virginia Code (46.2-916.2) empowers a locality to enact an ordinance to authorize the 

operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on designated public roads. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDoT) is the State agency charged with supporting  

local governments to implement provisions for golf carts and utility vehicles. 

On August 7, 2018, Goochland County adopted County Code § 9-27 to allow the operation of golf 

carts and utility vehicles on certain public roads once they are designated for such use by the Board 

of Supervisors. 

 

Generally 

• No public road may be designated for use by golf carts and utility vehicles unless the 

governing body of the county in which the road is located has reviewed and approved such 

usage. 

• The governing body of the county may, by ordinance, authorize the operation of golf carts 

and utility vehicles on designated public roads within its boundaries after: (i) considering 

the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using such roads; and (ii) 

determining that golf cart operation on particular roads is compatible with state and local 

transportation plans and consistent with the Commonwealth's Statewide Pedestrian Policy 

(§ 33.2-354). 

• No public road shall be designated for use by golf carts and utility vehicles if the operations 

will impede the safe and efficient flow of motor vehicle traffic. 

 

Limitations on Golf Cart Operations 

1. No person shall operate a golf cart or utility vehicle on a public road unless that road is 

designated for those operations and is posted with the required signage. 

2. Golf carts and utility vehicles may operate on designated public roads with a posted speed 

limit of twenty-five (25) miles per hour or less.  No golf cart or utility vehicle shall cross a 

road at an intersection where the road being crossed has a posted speed limit of more than 

twenty-five (25) miles per hour. 

3. No person shall operate a golf cart or utility vehicle on a public road unless in possession 

of a valid driver's license. 

4. Every golf cart and utility vehicle, when operating on a public road, shall display a slow-

moving vehicle emblem in conformity with Section 46.2- 1081 of the Code of Virginia. 

5. Golf carts and utility vehicles shall operate on public roads only between sunrise and 

sunset, unless equipped with lights in accordance with Virginia Code Section 46.2-1010. 
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6. Golf carts and utility vehicles operating on public roads shall abide by all laws and rules 

of the road applicable to motor vehicles. 

 

Goochland County Process for Requesting Golf Cart and Utility Vehicle Designation 

Any individual, organization, or entity may request the Board of Supervisors to designate a road 

for golf cart and utility vehicle use. 

Step 1 – Petition Requesting Golf Cart and Utility Vehicle Designation 

1. A minimum of 75% of the residents on each road must sign a petition agreeing to the golf 

cart and utility vehicle designation. 

a. The applicant shall provide County staff with each signed petition form, a map of 

the neighborhood, a list of streets to be included, and the primary contact persons 

information. 

2. Petition(s) shall include 

a. Name, street lengths, and location of street(s) being requested for golf carts and 

utility vehicles 

b. Map showing the requested streets and the proposed location of required signage 

(County staff can assist with the sign locations). 

c. One or more residents identified as lead contact(s) 

d. Names/contact information for lead contact(s) 

3. Submit petition to Planning and Zoning staff. 

 

Step 2 – County Staff Review and Coordination 

1. Planning and Zoning staff receives the petition and confirms eligibility.  County staff or 

VDoT prepares a preliminary cost estimate for signage, et al. 

2. Planning and Zoning staff contacts primary contact person with the cost for signage and 

the next steps. 

 

Step 3 –Board of Supervisors Consideration 

1. County staff will ask the Board to set a public hearing to amend the County’s ordinance to 

include each petitioned road. If the Board agrees to the request, then the public hearing will 

be held at a future meeting, typically the next month.  The applicant is encouraged to attend 

all applicable meetings. 

 

Step 4 – VDOT Permit 

1. After the above process is complete, the County will fill in VDOT’s land use permit 

agreement form and submit it to them for review.   Please know that VDOT has the explicit 

authority and responsibility to either agree with or overturn the Goochland Board of 

Supervisor’s approval.  If denied, then golf carts and utility vehicles will not be allowed on 

the public roads listed in the petition(s). 

 

Step 5 - Implementation 
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1. If the Board approves this request, and after the County receives payment for the signage, 

any road designated for golf cart use shall be posted with signs indicating this designation, 

and golf cart and utility vehicle use shall not be authorized until required signage is 

installed. 

2. Required signage shall be installed and maintained within 100 feet of the initial roadway 

intersection and shall also be installed and maintained at one-half mile intervals, or at other 

reasonable distances, alerting motorists that golf carts and utility vehicles may be in 

use/operation. 

3. It shall be the responsibility of the organization, individual, homeowner's association, or 

other entity requesting the designation to pay for the signs and maintain them. 
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Road Name and length of road: 

In accordance with Goochland County policy, at least 75% of the residents along the road must sign 
a petition requesting Golf Cart and Utility Vehicle designation before the Board will consider the 
request.  If a neighborhood has 2 or more roads, then a petition for each road will need to be 
submitted.  If a property is shared/owned by more than one person, only one signature is needed 
below. 

Lead Contact (Phone/E-mail): 

Lead Contact (Phone/E-mail): 

We, the undersigned, petition the Goochland County Board of Supervisors to designate the above-

listed road to allow golf carts and utility vehicles. We further acknowledge the obligation to pay for 

and maintain the signs required if the road is designated. See attached map for reference. 
Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 
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Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 

Name (Print): Name (Print): 

Signature: Signature: 

Street Address: Street Address: 
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